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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patent^ or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 13, 15-20, 22 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tietz (US 3218785). 

Tietz ('785) discloses a filter cap assembly having two portion of a housing connected via 
bayonet connection with tabs 84 being inserted into female coupling 32. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 13, 15-20, 22 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Terhune (US 5,045,192). 

Terhune ('192) discloses a filter assembly which is plastic being mounted to a plastic 
base (14) via a bayonet connection. 

Claims 1, 3-6, 1 1-13, 15-20, 22 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by EP 23 1862. 

EP ('862) includes a filter unit 14 made of plastic being mounted to a plastic head (12). 
There are 0-rings 66 to effect the seal of the coupling. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim2. 14 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Terhune ('192) as appUed to claims 1, 13 and 19 respective above, and further in view of 
Mansfield (US 3760951). 

Mansfield teaches the mounting of plastic filter cartridge 12 to a metal spigot bushing 
(18) via a bayonet connection. It is taught in Mansfield that the male - female portions are 
reversible and that the male portion may be plastic or metal (col. 3, lines 25+). To so modify the 
Terhune bayonet coupling would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill based on the 
teaching of equivalence in Mansfield. 

Claims 8-10 and 290 are not rejected over the art of record. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Thomas Lithgow at 
telephone number 703 -0 1 73 

T. M. Lithgow/mn tu«o.»- 

THOMAS M. LITHGOW 



